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“An Uncomfortable Bed” by Guy de Maupassant 
Guided Close Reading (Honors) 

 
Text Specific Vocabulary- 
Chateau- A large house, estate 

Cajoled- persuaded 

Mirth- to be happy, merry 

Escort- bring 

Sideboard- Cabinet for dishes 

Hail of cuffings- Punches 

Valet- Butler, servant 

 

Remember your vocabulary words from last night’s homework: 

Venture Precaution       Efficacy Gingerly Laden  Improvised       Dismayed 

 

1. What type of irony did you find in the story?  Make a claim and provide some context. 

In “An Uncomfortable Bed,” Maupassant uses situational irony.  Through the text, the main character 

believes he is going to be pranked by his friends, but in trying to prevent this prank, he ends up pranking 

himself. 

(In-depth Explanation)- 

 The main character thinks he will be pranked by his friends  He does everything he can/takes 

precautions to not be pranked  Moves the mattress etc. to the middle of the room for safety  Butler trips 

over the bed and spilling the tea, resulting in the main character pranking himself. 

2. How do you know?  Use at least two direct quotes as textual evidence. 

At the beginning of the text, the main character thinks, “Assuredly I am to be the victim of the joke” (1).  

Then later in the story, “the dismayed valet… had tripped over this obstacle” (2). 

3. Why is this important?  Make inferences and analyze in your own words. 

Some possible responses: 

Ex- This is significant because it helps to reader to learn that the main character is obsessive and 

paranoid. 

Ex- This is important because it demonstrates that the relationship between the main character and his 

friends is a distrusting one. 

 

 



 

 

4. How does this help to establish a theme?  Make a theme statement and explain. 

Some possible responses: 

 Ex- This help to establish the theme that paranoia can lead to flawed decision making. 

 Ex- This illustrates Maupassant’s lesson that when humans are distracted by their assumptions of 

others, they can become their own worst enemy. 

 

 
 


